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Mr. Chairman, Vice Chairman, Members of the Committee:

My nameis Fran King Brown and | am honored to appear before you today to offer testimony in
support of Senate Bill 2065.

As some of you know, the Southern Ute Indian Reservation islocated in the northern portion of
the San JuanBasnwhich isrich in naturd gasproduction. Vast amountsof gasare produced on tribal and
fee lands within the exterior boundaries of the Reservation. With the boom of coa-bed methane gas
development inthe late 1980s and early 90s, gas production has resulted inincreasesinproductionwells,
treating facilities, pipelines, compressors, and unpaved roads. Those facilities are the primary sources of
ar pollution that are subject to regulation. Based on an emissionsinventory prepared by the Tribe' s Air
Qudity Program, particulate matter, carbon monoxide and nitrogen oxides were identified as the mgjor
pollutants generated by methane gasexplorationand production. There are atota of approximately 100
sources of ar pollutiononthe Reservation. Out of those 100 sources, approximately 30 meet the criteria
for classfication under the Clean Air Act as a “mgor source.” Additional economic activities such as
tourismaswedl asa growth in population and housing have aso contributed to the overal generationof ar

pollutants.



While the Tribe is committed to develop its minerd resources, it aso acknowledges a need to

protect its naturd environment and the hedlth and welfare of its people. Protection of the Reservation

environment has dways beenamong the Tribe smgor objectives. For dmost twenty years, the Tribe has

adminigered an ar quality program and it has long been a god of the Tribe to receive a deegation of

authority from EPA to administer acomprehengve air quality control program on the Reservetion.

As stated by Chairman Burch, Senate Bill 2065 is needed to implement and provide for

enforcement of the air quality agreement between the Tribe and State of Colorado. That agreement has

many benefits:

The agreement diminates confusionand providescertaintytowoul d-beregulators(i.e., the
State, Tribe and EPA) and aso for those individuas who must comply with the Clean Air
Act (i.e, sources of ar pollution). The certainty cregted by the agreement will minimize
duplicative efforts and expenditures of monetary and program resources by the Tribe and
State.

The agreement assures the protection of ar qudity on the Resarvation through the
development of a comprehengive air qudity program agpplicable to dl lands within the
boundaries of the Reservation. It is agreed that the Reservation air program to be
developed under the agreement should reflect the particular interests of the Tribe, yet
reman compatible with State air qudity gods.

The agreement would guarantee locdl input in the setting and enforcement of ar quaity
standards, subject to air quality requirements of the Clean Air Act.

Thecooperative approachrepresented by the agreement diminatesthe risk of a protracted



and codlly jurisdictiond dispute, which dispute potentidly would includethe Tribe, State,
EPA and regulated parties.

In conclusion, the Tribe islooking forward to working cooperatively with the State to ensure the
protectionof ar quaity and, hence, the hedthof tribal membersaswel as non-Indians onthe Reservation.
The Tribe and State need the support of Congress in order to move forward with their cooperative
approach to the regulation of ar pollution on the Reservation. As stated by Chairman Burch, the Tribe
urgesthe Committee’ samendment of the bill and thenits prompt considerationand approval onthe Senate

floor.

Thank you for the Committee' s time and attention. | would be happy to answer any questions.
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